
 
 
 
 
 

November 18, 2016 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Brian E. Thomas, Director 
 Division of Engineering 
 Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research 
 
FROM:                  Christopher G. Miller, Director  /RA/ 
                  Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
                  Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
SUBJECT: RESULTS OF PERIODIC REVIEW OF REGULATORY GUIDE 1.159 
 
 
This memorandum documents the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) periodic review 
of Regulatory Guide (RG) 1.159, “ASSURING THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR 
DECOMMISSIONING NUCLEAR REACTORS.”  The RG describes methods acceptable to the 
NRC for licensee compliance with its regulations to provide reasonable assurance that funds will 
be available to decommission power and non-power nuclear reactors, published in October 
2011.  As discussed in Management Directive 6.6, “Regulatory Guides,” the NRC staff reviews 
RGs approximately every 5 years to ensure that the RGs continue to provide useful guidance.  
Documentation of the NRC staff review is enclosed. 

 
Based on the results of the periodic review, the staff concludes that no changes to RG 1.159, 
Revision 2 are warranted.  The staff did not identify any technical or regulatory issues in the 
review. 
 
 
Enclosure: 
As stated 
 
CONTACT:  Richard H. Turtil, NRR/DIRS 
          (301) 415-2308 
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