March 31, 2011

Dr. Said Abdel-Khalik, Chairman

Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO THE FEBRUARY 28, 2011, ACRS LETTER
ON THE JANUARY 21, 2011, EDO LETTER ABOUT THE
SAFETY CULTURE POLICY STATEMENT

Dear Dr. Abdel-Khalik:

In the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS or Committee) February 28, 2011,
letter, the Committee requested an opportunity to review the validation study discussed during
the Office of Enforcement’s presentation to ACRS on December 3, 2010, during the
implementation phase of the safety culture policy statement (policy statement). Although the
staff did not use the validation study to develop the traits contained in the policy statement, it did
use the preliminary results of that study as an additional point of information in the staff’s effort
to evaluate the set of traits developed by a wide range of stakeholders, including nuclear power
plant licensees, during the NRC’s February 2010 workshop on safety culture. The Office of
Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) has indicated that it will be prepared to accommodate your
request in fall 2011. At that time, RES will have had an opportunity to complete its planned
analysis of the information used in the validation study.

We appreciate your continuing interest in the agency’s on-going safety culture policy statement
initiative.

Sincerely,

IRA/

R. W. Borchardt
Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Chairman Jaczko
Commissioner Svinicki
Commissioner Apostolakis
Commissioner Magwood
Commissioner Ostendorff
SECY
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