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Relevant Laws & Regulations

= National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Section
102(2)(E)

— States that all agencies of the federal government shall
“study, develop, and describe appropriate alternatives to
recommended courses of action in any proposal which
Involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of
available resources”.

= Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulation (CFR), Part
51.45(a)(3)
— States that “The discussion of alternatives shall be sufficiently
complete to aid the Commission in developing and
exploring...appropriate alternatives.... To the extent

practlcable_the environmental |mpact_s of the proposal and
the alternatives should be presented in comparative form.”
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Region of Interest

The ESRP states:

— the “region of interest” (ROI) is the geographic area considered in searching for
potential and candidate sites. The geographic area of the ROI need not be
contiguous, but if not, a logical basis for nonadjacent areas should be provided.

— The ROl is typically selected based on geographic boundaries (e.g., the State in
which the proposed site is located) or the relevant service area for the proposed
plant. In cases where the proposed plant would not have a service area, the
applicant should define a reasonable ROI and provide a justification.

— The reviewer should ensure that the selected ROI has been adequately
described and that its boundaries are consistent with those factors outlined in the
preceding paragraph. In making this determination, the reviewer should consider
(1) how the applicant’'s ROl compares with the available geographical area, (2)
the extent of and basis for restrictions to the ROI because of siting constraints,
and (3) whether the ROI is consistent with the major load centers to be supplled
by the proposed plant. As a general rule, the plant should be located at a site in
the area of the load center or centers that the plant is to serve over its lifetime.
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Potential Sites In the Calvert Cliffs
COL Application

= Although details regarding the selection of potential sites

are limited in the application, Table 9.3-6 from the 3/5/09
RAI Responses gives some information

* The logic of the process is not clear:
— 5 sites rated higher than Ginna were dropped
— 6 sites rated higher than Thiokol were dropped
— Transmission line issue for NY sites not addressed

— Example issue - Frederick site: Potential site dropped
because of onsite hazards. Not clear why exclusionary
criteria didn't eliminate this site earlier in process.

10



2 USNRC

Umte( States Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Protecti ng People and the Environment.

Candidate Sites

The ESRP states:

“Candidate sites” are those potential sites (at least four) that are within the ROl and
that are considered in the comparative evaluation of sites to be among the best that
can reasonably be found for the siting of a nuclear power plant.

The reviewer should determine if the selection process used to identify candidate sites
was adequate. Sites may be selected on the basis of a screening process to identify
unacceptable areas (e.g., population density) or on the basis of positive attributes.

The reviewer should determine if an adequate, well documented process for screening
potential sites was employed, and that all potential sites were screened in a
consistent manner. [emphasis added] The reviewer should consider all screening
criteria employed by the applicant in light of the objective of this process (i.e., to identify
potentially licensable sites).

Based on reconnaissance level information, the reviewer should determine if the
candidate sites identified by the screening process may be considered as potentially
licensable and should also determine that the applicant’s process provides reasonable
assurance that potentially licensable candidate sites have not been omitted.
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