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March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE A

Office of Nucle

Items of Interest

Week Ending March

NRC Regulatory Issue SumProtection Measures For Indepdated March 19, 2003The NRC is issuing this regulatory issuOrders to selected licensees requiring imconcerning the physical protection of Indepestorage.  These physical protection measures protection requirements of 10 CFR 72, Subpart HOrder EA-03-009, Interim Inspection Requirements forPWRsOn February 11, 2003, the NRC issued Orders establishing inreactor pressure vessel heads at pressurized water reactors (PWrequirements were based on effective degradation years, and categtheir susceptibility to degradation via primary water stress corrosion crrequired licensees within 20 days of the date of the Orders to respond toproposing to deviate from the requirements of the Order were to seek relaxprocedure specified in the Orders.The NRC has received all of the 20-day responses from the licensees.  In reviewingresponses, 28 out of 69 PWRs have indicated that they will be seeking some sort of reMany of the licensees, who consented to the Order, noted in their responses that if condoccurred while performing the actual inspections which require some relief, they would besubmitting relaxation requests.  The majority of the relaxations noted in the responses dealtwith performing inspections to the bottom of the penetration nozzle or performing theinspections 2 inches above the J-groove weld.Differing Professional View (DPV) Related to Control Room Manning at Zion Nuclear PowerStationA DPV panel was convened in response to a DPV that had been submitted concerning alicense amendment request from the Zion Nuclear Power Station, which would eliminate therequirement to staff the control room with at least one qualified individual at all times whennuclear fuel was stored in the spent fuel pool.  The DPV panel issued its report on January 17, 2003.  The ad hoc panel concluded thatapproval of the amendment request would not reduce the level of plant safety.  The panelacknowledged that the DPV submitter raised a valid concern regarding inconsistencies in theapproach staff has employed in the past.  Staff will review previously approved amendmentrequests and review criteria to reduce/eliminate inconsistencies in the future. 



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE B

Office of Nucle

Items of Interest

Week Ending March

Nuclear Waste Technical ReRegulatory AnalysesOn March 13, 2003, four members a(NWTRB) visited the Center for NucleaThe Division of Waste Management was NWTRB’s visit to the Center was to: (a) proCenter’s role in NRC’s High-Level Waste progfield environment issues associated with the poteand (c) tour three Center laboratories where such represented to, and discussed with, the NWTRB, was limpublicly available. Staff Participates in Low-Level Radioactive Waste Forum MeeOn March 17-18, 2003, staff from the Office of Nuclear Material Safparticipated in the meeting of the Low-Level Radioactive Waste Forumpurpose of the meeting was to exchange information on developments inmanagement and disposal in the U.S.  Attendees included, in addition to thCompacts involved in low-level waste (LLW) disposal, representatives from disoperators; the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); the Department of EnergCorps of Engineers; the Department of Defense; and the Nuclear Energy Institute. discussed included: (a) the recent court decision concerning the Nebraska LLW dispoprogram; (b) legislation recently passed in the State of California regarding radioactive w(c) EPA’s proposed rulemaking on mixed and low-activity waste; (d) activities of the Conferof Radiation Control Program Directors; (e) a recent study on the impacts of a jet crash at anuclear facility; (f) the status of the NRC staff’s assured-isolation rulemaking plan; (g)emergency preparedness issues related to the recent Witt report; (h) the status of therulemaking on disposition of radioactive waste; and (i) a status report on the licensing of PrivateFuel Storage.Staff Participates in Fuel Cycle Facility Forum MeetingOn March 11-12, 2003, staff of the Division of Waste Management participated in a Fuel CycleFacility Forum (FCFF) meeting in Denver, Colorado.  The FCFF is a consortium of licenseeswhose purpose is to provide a forum for addressing technical and regulatory issuesthat will impact decommissioning of material sites and facilities. The FCFF represents a broadrange of source and special nuclear material licensees, including many who are activelyinvolved in the remediation and/or decommissioning of portions of their sites.  During themeeting, the staff presented an overview of NRC’s clearance efforts, decommissioningguidance consolidation, and the proposed decommissioning financial assurance rulemaking. The staff also participated in a joint FCFF/National Mining Association (NMA) technical “table-top” exercise on surveys and approaches for demonstrating that a site meets NRC’s criteria for



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE B

license terminaEnergy’s newly ePackage PerformanceOn March 12, 2003, NRC hoStudy Test Protocols," in Las Vfirst was in Rockville on March 6,public comment period on NUREG-20 stakeholder representatives, includand Utah; Tribal representatives; nuclearTransportation, the Department of Energy; apeople attended the workshop in the morning,received significant media attention, including twomajor newspapers.  Issues focused on: (a) testing afailure points/thresholds; (c) public confidence versus that testing should be in Nevada; (f) first responder actionemphasized that no decisions about how the tests will be costated it will consider all comments.  The meetings were to obtthe statements in the protocols.  Also, an evening public meetingNevada, on March 13, 2003.  Approximately 35 people attended anquestions on transportation and testing issues.Meeting with General Electric Company Regarding Design for Transport CaOn March 18, 2003, the Spent Fuel Project Office met with the General Electric Cregarding the design of a cask for the transport of several irradiated fuel rods for retesting.  The design is based on a currently existing cask, the Model No. FSV-1.  Thediscussion centered on the structural analyses and physical testing that will be performedPreliminary results of criticality analyses were also presented.  GE is planning to submit anapplication for package approval to NRC in the third quarter of 2003.



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE C

Office of Nucle

Items of Interest

Week Ending March

Public Workshop on RevisioDocumentsThe staff from the Office of Nuclear Regulation held a public workshop on Guide 1.178, An Approach for Plant-SpecInspection of Piping, July 1998, and NRC Nfor Trial Use for the Review of Risk-Informed Ithe nature of the relatively minor revisions, the pupublic comment period.  The changes primarily updthe experience gained from more than 50 RI-ISI relief Public Meeting on Mitigating Systems Performance Index (MIn a March 19, 2003, public meeting to discuss issues with the MOperating Experience Risk Analysis branch (RES/DRAA/OERAB) precent findings of the research program.  The meeting was attended bparticipants from the NRC Regions, industry representatives, and licenseThe purpose of the MSPI is to monitor the performance of six systems based perform risk-significant functions.  The index, which approximates the change in frequency, is comprised of two elements - system unavailability and system reliabilispecific Probabilistic Risk Assessment (PRA) models will be used to calculate the conof component failures and maintenance unavailability to the index.  In the presentation, the staff discussed the status of the independent verification as well as the“Top 5 Technical Issues” associated with the implementation of the Nuclear Energy Institute(NEI) guidance.  Significant insights related to the sensitivity of results to assumptionsregarding common-cause failures, updated component failure rate data, and other modelingissues were discussed.  Representatives from both the NRC Regions and the industrycommented that substantial progress has been made in the two months since the PublicWorkshop in January of this year.Presentation on the Industry Trends ProgramAs part of the periodic public meeting on the Reactor Oversight Process (ROP) held March 20,2002, staff of the Operating Experience Risk Analysis Branch (RES/DRAA/OERAB) and NRRpresented a summary of the Industry Trends Program (ITP).  In addition to discussing theprogram itself, the presentation also provided the status of ongoing developments of additionalindicators that are more risk-informed and better aligned with the cornerstones of safety in theROP.  
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ENCLOSURE C

The primary pufeedback to agenof operating plants. of the ITP; current induefforts to trend other indicstaff efforts to develop an inthresholds for the integrated in



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE D

Nuclear Secur

Items of Interest

Week Ending March

Preliminary Notifications1.

PNO-IV-03-017, Cardinal Healt

2.

PNO-III-03-012, Cook County HospiSOURCE.

3.

PNO-IV-03-017A, Cardinal Health - LOST IO

4.

PNO-III-03-013, Palisades Nuclear Power Plant - WITH THE POTENTIAL TO AFFECT SAFETY SYSTE



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE F

Office of Admin

Items of Interest 

Week Ending March

Decommissioning Trust ProA document that corrects a final rpower plants was published in the Ffinal rule requires licensees that are noa non-bypassable charge for decommissform acceptable to the NRC.  This documenbecomes effective December 24, 2003.Acquisition Training and Certification ProgramOn March 13, 2003, the Division of Contracts conducted Training Program module entitled "Overview for AcquisitionTechnical Training Center in Chattanooga, TN.  RepresentativCounsel, Division of Facilities and Security, Office of the InspectoSmall Business and Civil Rights participated in this one day course.covered the procurement process and regulations, how to identify and(COI) situations, security requirements for Information and Technology (Icontracts, prevention of fraud, waste, and abuse in commercial contracting,contracting goals.  There were twelve attendees.



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE G

Chief In

Items of In

Week Ending

Freedom of InformatMarch 14 through MarcRadiological materials/device1998 to present (FOIA/PA-2003Radioactive sources, stolen or missiRadioactive sources, University of South 2003-0212)Personal security records submitted 10-15-01, Dr0213)Resident Inspector position, all documents relating to hirinRadiation exposure reports, occupational, regarding named indAllegation RIV-96-A-0272, all documents and correspondence betwNRC (FOIA/PA-2003-0216)FOIA case logs for 1-1-2000 to present (FOIA/PA-2003-0217)Radiation Control Labs, license application, inspection reports, and all correspondto present (FOIA/PA-2003-0218)Radiation Technologies Inc., Rockaway, NJ, permits, licenses, regulatory inspections,enforcement actions and reports re: releases of hazardous substances (FOIA/PA-2003-021



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE M

Office of Pub
Items of Interes

Week Ending Mar

Media InterestMedia interest focused on tightterrorist threat to Palo Verde.  Thenext NRC Chairman. The Princeton/attack received wide play in the news.  local coverage.P
ress R

eleases

H
ead

q
u

arters:

03-031

NRC Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste to Meet Marchin Rockville, Maryland

03-032

NRC Announces New Managerial Appointments

03-033

NRC Renews Licenses for North Anna Power Station, Units 1 and2, and Surry Power Station, Units 1 and 2, for an Additional 20Years

R
eg

io
n

s:

I-03-014

NRC to Meet With Exelon to Discuss Annual PerformanceAssessment of Peach Bottom Nuclear Power Plant

I-03-015

NRC to Meet With Entergy to Discuss Annual PerformanceAssessment of Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant

I-03-016

NRC Approves Relocation of Emergency Operations Facility forThree Mile Island 1 Nuclear Power Plant

I-03-017

NRC to Discuss Annual Performance Assessment of Oyster CreekNuclear Power Plant

II-03-010

NRC to Meet With Progress Energy Officials to Discuss SafetyPerformance at Harris Nuclear Power Plant

II-03-011

NRC to Meet With Southern Nuclear Officials to Discuss SafetyPerformance at Vogtle Nuclear Power Plant

II-03-012

NRC to Meet With Southern Nuclear Officials to Discuss SafetyPerformance at Hatch Nuclear Power Plant

II-03-013

NRC to Meet With Southern Nuclear Officials to Discuss SafetyPerformance at Farley Nuclear Power Plant

II-03-014

NRC to Meet With SCE&G Officials to Discuss Safety Performanceat Summer Nuclear Power Plant
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ENCLOSURE M

II-03-016

SNRC to MeePerformance at H

II-03-017

NRC to Meet With PrPerformance at Robinso

III-03-010

NRC Issues Master MateriaAffairs for its Medical Facilities 

III-03-011

NRC to Meet With Detroit Edison OPerformance at Fermi Nuclear Power 

III-03-012

NRC to Meet With FirstEnergy Officials to Performance at Perry Nuclear Power Plant

IV-03-006

NRC to Meet With STP Nuclear Operating Co. to Performance of South Texas Project

IV-03-007

NRC to Meet With Omaha Public Power District to DiscuPerformance of Fort Calhoun Nuclear Power Plant

IV-03-008

NRC to Meet With Union Electric Co. to Discuss Performance oCallaway Nuclear Power Plant

IV-03-009

NRC to Meet With Southern California Edison to DiscussPerformance of San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 

IV-03-010

NRC to Meet With Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corp. to DiscussPerformance of Wolf Creek
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ENCLOSURE O

Office of the 
Items of Interes

Week Ending Mar

D
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1.

SECY-03-0033

3/07/2003

Revised AmerGen’s Request to Consothe Three Mile Island Unit EmergencyOperations Facility (EOF) Into theCombined EOF for Peach Bottom AtomicPower Station (PBAPS) and LimerickGenerating Station (LGS)

SRM on SECY-03-0033

3/18/03

(same)

Commission VotingRecord on SECY-03-0033

3/18/03

(same)

2.

COMSECY-03-0015

3/12/03

January 2003 Update of the Staff’sResponse to the Chairman’s TaskingMemorandum

SRM on COMSECY-03-0015

3/21/03

(same)

Commission VotingRecord on COMSECY-03-0015

3/21/03

(same)

3.

SECY-02-0225

2/27/02

Proposed Criteria for the Treatment ofIndividual Requirements in a RegulatoryAnalysis

SRM on SECY-02-0225

3/21/03

(same)

Commission VotingRecord on SECY-02-0225

3/21/03

(same)

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 P

ap
ers

5.

SECY-03-0039

3/13/03

SECY-03-0039 Weekly Information Report -Week Ending March 7, 2003

2.

SECY-03-0031

3/03/03

Jefferson Proving Ground DecommissioningStatus

Commission Correspondence
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ENCLOSURE O

1.

Letter to Rexpressed concwith the transporta

2.

Letter to Representatmeeting involving the NRC

Federal Register Notices Issue1.

Peer Review Committee for Sourc

2.

Advisory Committee on the Medical Use

3.

501 st Meeting of the Advisory Committee on R



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE P

Region I

Items of Interes

Week Ending Mar

Indian Point Several NRC staff met during thlicensee, Entergy Nuclear, the Fedevacuation time estimates related toRegion I manager met with Entergy andthe estimates prepared by Entergy’s contrspecialists from the Office of Nuclear Reactonear the plant to discuss the role of evacuationmaking.  Entergy recently provided the time estimHeritage MineralsOn March 20, 2003, the Region I Deputy Regional Administrof Nuclear Materials Safety, toured the Heritage Minerals site oaccompanied by the Region I project lead for the site.  The Heritadecommissioning.  The site includes two buildings in which sand frommilled to separate heavy minerals such as titanium from the sand.  Theoperations resulted in licensable quantities of thorium within the process spile adjacent to the dry mill.  The Region, the Office of Nuclear Materials SafSafeguards, and the Office of Enforcement have been working together to asslicensee makes adequate progress toward timely completion of its decommission



March 21, 2003

ENCLOSURE P

Region II

Items of Interes

Week Ending Mar

Spring 2003 Nuclear NonoOn March 19, 2003, the RegionNonoperating Owners’ Group Conchallenges facing the industry and thMagnet Forum-Professional Day and DevOn March 20, 2003, the Regional AdministratorDay and Development Series at Westlake High Sopportunity for the Regional Office to introduce studefuture job opportunities at the NRC.U. S. Navy Radiation Safety Committee MeetingOn March 21, 2003, the Director, Division of Nuclear Materials SaRadiation Safety Committee Meeting in Crystal City, VA.  This is paroversight of the Navy Master Materials License.Equal Employment Opportunity Training CourseOn March 18-20, 2003, the course, “Equal Employment Opportunity and Diversitywas presented to managers and staff in the Regional Office.  The instructors includeManager of the Civil Rights Program, NRC Office of Small Business and Civil Rights anrepresentatives from the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. Annual Assessment Meetings - Reactor Oversight ProcessOn March 20, 2003, the region held the Reactor Oversight Process Annual AssessmentMeeting for the Crystal River nuclear power facility at the licensee’s Nuclear OperationsTraining Facility in Crystal River, FL.  A similar meeting was held on the same date for the NorthAnna nuclear facility at the licensee’s Information Center in Mineral, VA.Participation in Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Working Meeting on EmergencyResponseOn March 21, 2003, the Region II State and Government Liaison, the Chief of the Plant SupportBranch and an agent in the Regional Office of Investigations participated in a meeting betweenthe FBI, Atlanta Division, and representatives from other Federal, State and local governmentagencies.  The purpose was to discuss potential input into standard operating procedures forresponse to an event involving a radiological dispersal device in the State of Georgia. 
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ENCLOSURE P

Region IV
Items of Interes

Week Ending Mar

Palo Verde Public End-of-On March 19, 2003, the resultsmanagement.  Meeting attendeeslicensee, the local press, state and csecurity and to improve control of reactFollowing the presentation, NRC staff respexpressed several concerns that NRC is hanthe public were particularly concerned with emeEmergency Planning Zone, and the distribution of



March 21, 2003                                        ENCLOSURE R

Office of Congressional Affairs
Items of Interest

Week Ending March 21, 2003

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING SCHEDULE,  NO. 9

OCA
Contact

DATE
&

PLACE

TIME WITNESS SUBJECT COMMITTEE

Combs 03/25/03
SD-192

10:00 OCRW FY04 Budget Senators Domenici/Reid
Energy & Water Development
Appropriations

Portner 04/01/03
TBA

10:00 NRC Chairman FY04 Budget Senators Domenici/Reid
Energy and Water Development
Appropriations

Gerke Week of 3/31
SD-366

10:00 Markup Energy Omnibus Draft Legislation Senators Domenici/Bingaman
Energy and Natural Resources

Gerke 4/1-3/03
2123 RHOB

TBA Markup
Tentative

Energy Policy Act of 2003 Reps. Tauzin/Dingell
Energy and Commerce


